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It may be no shock ( pun intended) to many electrical professionals that the electrical construction
industry is about ready to hit a BOOM in 2021. The GDP is at 33% and the building industry is
tired of this COVID-19 plague that has caused a temporary slow down in our traditional building
economy. However, this presents an amazing time in our electrical industry for apprentices and
journeyman electricians to think about taking their GAME to the next level.

Now, when I say "Next Level" I mean licensure. It is my opinion that every individual who is
working within the electrical industry should be licensed in some form or fashion. I believe those
folks working as apprentices should always have their eye on the prize which is to become a
licensed electrician and then to the pinnacle of this profession, which is becoming a Master
Electrician and/or Electrical Contractor.

Sadly many apprentices and journeyman level electrical workers get complacent and do not really
know how to move properly towards a career goal. This was the primary reason that in 2014 we
founded the Electrical Code Academy, Inc. The mission of ECA, Inc. was to show a structured path
to trade licensure while helping the students learn the vital attributes of the National Electrical
Code (NEC) on that focused journey.

Every license in the county has a detailed path to licensure. The path for electricians will always
lead to an electrical code based entrance exam called the "licensing" exam. Every state is different
yet they all have one common attribute, they have an exam that is based on the National Electrical
Code. This is where WE come in - Electrical Code Academy, Inc. is the industry leader on electrical
exam preparation. We combine an extensive LMS (Learning Management System) with videos,
competency review exams, practice exams, webinars, and �nal exams that are key to not only
learning the National Electrical Code but also to retain it for ensure your future success.

Below are some of our recommended steps when getting mentally prepared for an electrical exam.
However, don't forget to read all the way to the end where we give you some advice on actual
things to study leading up to your electrical exam. Let's just get in a good mindset �rst before we
get too technical.

https://www.electricalcodeacademy.net/post/electrical-exam-preparation-courses
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1. Give yourself enough time to study .  
Make a study schedule that �ts your way of studying and do not leave anything for the last
minute. While some students do seem to thrive on last-minute studying, often this way of partial
studying is not the best approach for exam preparation. Write down how many exams you have,
how many pages you have to learn, and the days you have left. Afterwards, organize your study
habits accordingly.

2. Make sure your study space is organized quick. 
Make sure you have enough space on your desk to spread your textbooks and notes. Ensuring that
the room is suf�ciently bright and your chair restful enough are also points to consider. Pay
attention to details that can distract you and remove them from your study space. Make sure that
you feel comfortable in your study space and that you are able to focus. For some individuals, this
may mean complete silence, while for others listening to music helps. Some of us need complete
order to focus, while others like to study in a more cluttered environment. Make sure your study
space is friendly and pleasant so that you can fully concentrate.

3. Use illustrations and visual aids, such as graphics or images. 
Visual aids can be especially helpful when revising study material. At the start of a topic, write
down everything you already know about the subject. In that manner the visualization can aid to
your readiness considerably when taking the exam. I great study guide is one with detailed images
and explanations you can follow. Such as our Fast Trax™ Electrical Learning System.

4. Practice on as many electrical exam preparation tests, quizzes, and exams as possible.   
One of the most effective ways to prepare for exams is to practice with as many exam prep quizzes
and exams you can �nd.  In fact, the Fast Trax™ NEC® Learning System has over 1,000 exam style
questions included in every course. Also, using electrical practice exams will help you see the
format and formulation of the questions and it will be good for you to know what to expect but
also as a worthy practice for measuring the time you need for the actual test.

https://www.electricalcodeacademy.net/post/electrical-exam-preparation-courses
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5. Explain your answers to others . 
With the help of your family and friends, you could excel on your exam. Explain them your
reasoning for why you have answered a certain question in a certain way.

6. Organize study groups with friends .  
Study groups can help you get the answers you need and �nish tasks faster. Just make sure the
group is focused on the subject and they are not easily distracted. We offer a great FREE online
resource at our Facebook page -  where you can interact and ask
questions with over 4,000 other like minded students studying for their electrical exam.

Master The NEC Exam Prep Group

7. Take regular breaks.   
Regular breaks are needed for the brain to regain its focus. It is not the best tactic to study long
hours because long-term retention of knowledge is almost impossible. The most important part of
studying is to develop a routine that �ts your study style.

8. Snacking on healthy food is good for the brain.   
You should not eat unhealthy food while you are studying. Keep your body and brain �t by
choosing natural, fresh and vitamins rich food that is good for you and would improve your
concentration and memory.

9. Plan the day of your exams.   
Check all the rules and requirements for the electrical exam, including what you can take into the
exam and what is prohibited. Also determine early on if you are permitted to write, highlight, tab,
or embellish your NEC in any way prior to taking your codebook into the exam room. Plan your
route and the time it may take you to reach your destination – then add on some extra time. You
do not want to arrive late and deal with even more anxiety.

10. Drink plenty of water .   
While studying for exams and even during an exam, it is advisable to drink water. Remaining
hydrated is vital and adds to your overall positive mood.

https://www.electricalcodeacademy.net/post/electrical-exam-preparation-courses
https://www.facebook.com/groups/387545468369230/


Electrical Exam Preparation Courses

Page 4
Electrical Exam Preparation Courses

Now. it is time to talk about what you need to do when actually preparing for an electrical exam.
You will need the following items:

1) National Electrical Code Book (What ever edition your state is testing on)

2) Download the Study Guide from  or whomever is administering your state exam. 
For example, using this  may help you determine who is administering the exam in your state.
Contact them for the Do's and Don't to your NEC® prior beginning your studies.

PSI Exams
LINK

3) Assuming veri�cation of item 2 above.
Get yourself at least two different colors of highlighters. Use one color for the bold text in the NEC
and the other for the subdivision code language you intend to highlight. Never just highlight every
word in a code section, only the triggers.

4) Obtain a reliable pocket calculator.
We recommend a dual-function (battery and solar) version just in case you have a battery issue or
low light issue during the exam and while preparing for the exam.

5) Tab Your NEC®.
Some folks will tell you tabbing is not necessary. However, when taking an exam the time is very
valuable and tabs help you navigate much quicker. We actually produce some easy to read and
simple to understand tabs called "P-Tabs" on our www.electricalcodeacademy.net website. Here is a
link to those tabs - National Electrical Code Navigation Tabs

6) Buy some cheap 3' x 5' Blank Index Cards.
It is critical that the student learn to identify the various articles, sections, tables, parts, and even
de�nitions by creating index cards to aid in the learning process. For example, one ampacity table
used frequently in the National Electrical Code® is Table 310.16 in the 2020 NEC® or Table
310.15(B)(16) in prior editions. Creating an index card labeled "Conductor Ampacity Table" on one
side and the answer T310.16 or T310.15(B)(16), where applicable, on the other side helps students
learn faster. The key is to attempt to reduce the stress during an exam because you know where to
navigate in the NEC® immediately without hesitation.

https://www.electricalcodeacademy.net/post/electrical-exam-preparation-courses
https://app.designrr.io/projectHtml/684198?token=1f4d3f29bb9547ad1f76e575e51751a2&embed_fonts=
https://www.electricianschooledu.org/state-by-state-licensing-guide/
https://www.electricalcodeacademy.net/ptabs
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For more information on our Electrical Exam Preparation or Electrical Exam Prep programs or any
of our other electrical training courses please visit www.electricalcodeacademy.net or
www.masterthenec.com for more information. Also watch our DEMO video below as well.

Passing an electrical exam takes patience and dedication. The National Electrical Code® is a
complex document of safety rules that are designed to protect persons and property from the
hazards that arise with the use of electricity. Knowing the National Electrical Code® is critical to
your success even after you pass your exam. We only get paid to do an installation one time so
making sure it is done correctly and safely is critical to the electricians long term success.

Electrical Code Academy, Inc. has build a program call the "Fast Trax™". This program is unique
because it directly links you to one of the leading electrical professionals in the industry, Paul
Abernathy, who happens to sit on the National Electrical Code Making Panels 5 and 17, as well as
provides a detailed step by step plan for your complete success. Getting that license has to be a
mission, a passion, and a focus and the Fast Trax™ program can give you the best chance at all of
those key directives.

One great feature of the our Fast Trax™ NEC® Learning System is you have Index Cards already
built into the system with the ability to create unlimited additional index cards as needed.

7) Study with Purpose and a Proven Plan.
If your intended study plan is to simply �ipping through the NEC®, watching some DVD's that are
not geared to teaching the NEC® but rather giving an authors opinion on the NEC® then you will
struggle. You have to pick a Study Plan that is geared to success. You have to study with a purpose
and study in the chronological order with how the NEC �ows to have the best chance at that
success. 

Watching videos without actually doing practice exams and competency reviews will leave you
stranded when the stress happens during an actual exam. This is why we created the NEC®
Learning System called Fast Trax™.

https://www.electricalcodeacademy.net/post/electrical-exam-preparation-courses
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2017 or 2020 NEC Fast Trax Course - https://www.electricalcodeacademy.net/fasttraxprogram

Fast Trax® Demo Video

NEC® and National Electrical Code® are registered trademarks of the National Fire Protection
Association [NFPA] and are used for educational purposes only. Electrical Code Academy, Inc. or it's
owners are in no way associated or af�liated with the the NFPA. Phrases or code text utilized under
the permissive rights of 17 U.S. Code § 107 - Limitations on exclusive rights: Fair use

https://www.electricalcodeacademy.net/post/electrical-exam-preparation-courses
https://www.electricalcodeacademy.net/fasttraxprogram
https://youtu.be/7qZnrnVlHAw
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